
Pete Chernicky
March 22, 1926 - February 8, 2013

Pete Chernicky, a longtime Clarion County business and civic leader and a
true American hero, died February 8, 2013 after a short illness. He leaves
behind his wife of 67 years, Lois, his son, Robert, daughter, Darlene and son,
Keith and their spouses, grandchildren, great grandchildren, many cousins,
nieces and nephews, two brothers, Emil and William, and a legacy of stellar
community leadership. 
Chernicky was the ninth of his parents’ thirteen children, all first generation
Americans. He was born in Erie County on March 22, 1926. He was one of six
Chernicky’s that served in WW II. Pete enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps and
saw combat in the Pacific Theater as part of the Marine’s Fourth Division.
Pete and his brother, Paul, took part in the invasion of Iwo Jima, brother Paul
did not survive. Chernicky earned a Purple Heart when he was wounded
during the fighting. He and other Marines in the division also earned a Unit
Citation from the President of The United States for their valiant effort to take
the island from the Japanese Army. After recovering from his injuries,
Chernicky served on Okinawa as a member of the Marine’s Eighth Military
Police Battalion. 
He returned to Pennsylvania in 1946, married his sweetheart, Lois Powell,
and took a job as a machinist for General Electric Company. In 1947,
Chernicky took a job as a heavy equipment operator for the F.R. Zuck Coal
Company. When Zuck closed in 1952, Chernicky and his longtime partner
E.G. Kriebel borrowed from friends and family to buy a coal washing station



from their former employer and a couple of trucks to haul coal they had
bought and cleaned to small and medium-sized industrial users. Soon, their
company, C&K Coal, started mining operations as well, leasing mineral rights
from land owners in and around Clarion County. Hard work, constant and
diligent effort and the partner’s insightful leadership made C&K Coal the
largest strip mining operator in Pennsylvania by 1968. Chernicky became
C&K’s President as well as its Chief Executive Officer, just as the company
was about to have its biggest years yet. In 1970, C&K was acquired by Gulf
Resources and Chemical Corporation and Chernicky, who stayed on with the
company, was elected to Gulf’s Board of Directors. In 1972, C&K was among
the top-25 producers of bituminous coal in the nation. It employed 320
workers, and had an annual payroll that year of more than $4 million. The
company increased its year-over-year coal output by 1 million tons the next
several years and, along the way, increased its numbers of employees to over
1700. The company, by now a major supplier of coal to power-generating
utilities, also stood out for its reputations of being a great place to work and of
being a good steward of the land by reclaiming it after its mining, well ahead
of its time, so that it could be returned to use as grazing pastures or
croplands. 
Before 1970, Chernicky also had helped lead various other businesses in
Clarion County, including the Rimersburg Drilling Company, Shannon Coal
Corporation, the Clarion Motor Company and the Huskin Run Coal Company.
Besides serving on Gulf’s board, he also served on boards of directors for
Northern Ohio Bank in Cleveland, Ohio, the Pennsylvania Coal Mining
Association and the Clarion Osteopathic Hospital. He involved himself in
various charitable projects, too, including fund raising campaigns for Clarion
State College as well as Immaculate Conception Church. Chernicky retired
from C&K in 1976 to focus on real estate and investments and consulting
work. His largest real estate development was University Manor. He later
formed R&K Resources and Chernicky Consulting & Excavating along with his
sons, Robert and Keith. 



Chernicky was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph and Anna Chernicky;
brothers, John, Joseph, Thomas, George, Paul, and Edward; sisters, Irene,
Mary, Anna, Elizabeth; and daughter, Lynn. 
Viewing will be held from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, February 12,
2013, at the Robert V. Burns Funeral Home, 638 Wood Street, Clarion. 
Military honors will be accorded by American Legion Post 66 in the funeral
home on Wednesday, February 13, 2013, at 9:15 a.m. 
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, February 13,
2013, in the Immaculate Conception Church in Clarion with Rev. Monty
Sayers, pastor of the Immaculate Conception Church, presiding. 
Entombment will be held in the Immaculate Conception Cemetery
Mausoleum. 

 

Following the funeral mass, friends are invited to attend a reception dinner at
the Holiday Inn in Clarion.
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Bob Wiencek - February 14, 2013 at 12:00 AM

I was very sorry to hear about your loss. I remember your dad giving
us coal when we were kids. He was a good man and will be missed
by all.

Mary Woznicki - February 13, 2013 at 12:00 AM

May the peace that comes from the memories of love shared
comfort you now and in the days ahead.

Donald L. Meier II - February 12, 2013 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts are with your family.

Joy Lignelli - February 12, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Darlene and Chernicky Family- so sorry for your loss. He was a
Clarion Hero. Hugs and prayers to you.

Scott & Dawn Mealy - February 12, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Zac, Logan and the Chernicky Family - Your family is in our
thoughts and prayers.

Ben & Debbie Call - February 12, 2013 at 12:00 AM

We (and my father, Donald Meier) were sorry to hear of Pete's
passing. Please know our thoughts and prayers are with you.



DW

GR

TC

David R. Wright - February 11, 2013 at 12:00 AM

To Lois and to all the family Carolyn and I offer our sincere
sympathy in your lose of Pete. He was a man of extraodinary ability
and commitment. Clarion community will miss him.

Greg Ramsey - February 11, 2013 at 12:00 AM

I was sad to read of the passing of Pete Chernicky. The arcs of our
lives crossed only once, quite briefly and entirely by chance. Mr.
Chernicky and I were admitted to the Clarion Hospital within hours
of one another around Inauguration Day. Having suffered a minor
head injury from a fall on the ice near my home, I was a most
"impatient" patient and had few thoughts beyond getting discharged
ASAP. Nevertheless, I couldn't fail to observe the warm personality
and humor of the ailing gentleman in the bed next to mine, as well
as the attention and loving support of the family members at his
bedside. Whoever he was, this was a man who mattered. Only
afterwards did I read of his storied life and accomplishments. Well
done Mr. Chernicky! And best wishes to your family, friends and
associates who will treasure your memory always.

Todd Curll and Kathy Curll-Hoenig - February 11, 2013 at 12:00 AM

My father has known Pete for over 60 years and like everyone that
has known Pete, admired him greatly. From my father and our entire
family, our most sincere condolences.
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Pam Moore - February 11, 2013 at 12:00 AM

It is with great sadness that we at Fike Associates Inc. learn of the
passing of such a great man as Pete Chernicky. I and some of the
other employees worked for Pete during the C & K days. He was
always a very easy person to work for. Kind and always
considerate. I would occasionally see in at the building on the hill or
in a restaurant and he would always know who you were and say
hello. He will be greatly missed in the community. We send our
deepest condolances to his wife and family. Pam Moore/Fike
Associates, Inc.

The Landers - February 10, 2013 at 12:00 AM

CHERNICKY FAMILY, you have our condolence.we will miss
Pete,may he rest in peace and GOD gives you strength to move
on.God BLESS..

Cara Cherico - February 10, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Sending you my thoughts and prayers.

Rebecca Bemish - February 09, 2013 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with you all, Pete will always hold a
special place in my heart, he will be missed by many.


